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Pedro Sanchez
Pedro Sanchez is the Director of the Tropical Agriculture and the Rural Environment Program, Senior Research Scholar and Director of the Millennium Villages Project at the Earth Institute at Columbia University.  He also directs AfSIS, the African Soils Information Service developing the digital soils map of the world.  Sanchez is Professor Emeritus of Soil Science and Forestry at North Carolina State University and served as Director General of ICRAF - the World Agroforestry Center from 1991 -2001.  Sanchez received his BS, MS and PhD degrees in soil science from Cornell University.  His professional career has been dedicated to help eliminate world hunger and absolute rural poverty while protecting and enhancing the tropical environment.  He is the author of “Properties and Management of Soils of the Tropics” (rated among the top 10 best-selling books in soil science world­wide), co-author of “Halving Hunger: It can be done” and of over 250 scientific publications.  He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Society of Agronomy, the Soil Science Society of America and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.  He serves on the Board of Agriculture and Natural Resources of the National Academy of Sciences.  Sanchez is the 2002 World Food Prize laureate and a 2004 MacArthur Fellow.
Hans Jenny 
The name “Hans Jenny” (1899-1992) is internationally synonymous with soil, its formation, and its qualities. A native of Switzerland, Jenny arrived on the Berkeley campus in 1936, embarking on a career marked by groundbreaking conceptual achievements – particularly his 1942 masterpiece “Factors of Soil Formation”, a book on soil formation that today has permeated public instruction on soils from primary through university education.

In the early 1960’s, Jenny, with his wife Jean, embarked on an unusual topic for a scientist – making soils (and their beauty and qualities) tangible and accessible to the general public. Two efforts are particularly notable. Hans and Jean examined landscape paintings made through history, recording the role of soil (and the way it was depicted) through time and artistic trends. A highlight of this effort was Hans’ invitation by the Vatican, in 1968, to present a lecture on the Role of Soils in Landscape Art at a meeting of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. This lecture was presented, in various forms, by Jenny through the remainder of his life, and made deep and lasting impressions on those fortunate enough to hear it. 

A second effort was Hans’ untiring willingness to meet with visitors of all types who shared, or were susceptible of sharing, his captivation with soils. In the late 1980’s, he received a call from William Bryant Logan, a writer in residence at St. John the Devine in New York City, and an occasional contributor to the New York Times gardening section. Logan wanted to write a book about soil, and in Jenny he met his source of inspiration. Through multiple meetings in Jenny’s office – and on field trips to the Mendocino coast led by the nearly 90 year old Jenny – Logan crafted a book in which soil transcends its physical boundaries, and comes to life through its intimate connections with our lives, and death. As Susan Halpern wrote in the Los Angeles Times book review: “Like the best natural histories, ‘Dirt’ (The Ecstatic Skin of the Earth) is a kind of prayer”.
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